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				Editorial 

				Introducing Open Issues

				Pavel Pospěch

				Asthelast issue ofthe2016 volume gets published, thejournal Sociální studia / Social Studies isgoing through an exciting period. Having gone bilingual in2015, thejournal isnow open to English-speaking readers worldwide. Inyetanother step, thepresent issue isthefirst open issue ofthejournal, one that isnot organized around acertaintopic. Thismeans that thejournal can now accommodate thematically diverse, high-quality papers ontopics which may not fit inthecurrent plan ofmonothematic issues but are timely and relevant enough tomerit aspot inSociální studia / Social Studies. While we will stick to monothematic issues asthemainmodel going forward, we will be keeping open slots and possibly whole open issues for papers onother topics too, to accommodate thewide variety offascinating research insociology and related fields.

				Thisissue opens with apaper by Olga Nešporová onthenorms and expectations ofparenthood asdescribed by expectant parents. Nešporová reveals asetofdiscrepancies along thenormative frame ofwhat parental care should be aswell asalong thegender frame, asher respondents voice different ideasabout theroles ofmen and women inchildcare. She identifies three general models ofparental care which theexpectant couples subscribe to.

				Continuing onthetopic ofgender, alarge-scale empirical study by Ilona Matysiak addresses therole ofwomen asvillage representatives inPoland. Asthefunctionofavillage representative shifts from atraditionally male-dominated one towards theinclusionofwomen, Matysiak islooking for changes thismay bring: are there differences inleadership styles ofwomen, compared to men? Drawing onthetheory ofsubstantive representation, thepaper turns to role theory inorder to explainboth thedifferences and similarities.

				Inan interdisciplinary study, Lucia Dobrucká turns to theworld ofurban and spatial planners to study how they deal with theproblem ofpower. While it isstudied extensively insociological theory, power plays acentral role inplanning processes too, and it isinteresting to see theconcept re-framed inplanning literature, along with adifferent take onsociological household names, from Max Weber to Michel Foucault and Jürgen Habermas. Inher review, Dobrucká analyses theconcept ofpower through thelens oftime and space.

				Thefirst oftwo strong contributions to cultural sociology, thepaper by Dominik Želinský and Werner Binder takes us back to the1950s Czechoslovakia to witness thecelebrationofthe“Majáles” student carnival. Thesubversive performances by thestudents inPrague and Bratislava, theauthors argue, were enabled by ashift intherelationship between thesymbolic centre oftheregime and its periphery, following the“second death ofStalin” after Khrushchev’sspeech at the1956 Communist Party Congress.

				Inthesecond cultural sociological study, Ali Türünz examines themeanings ofmusic asaresource through which Turkish immigrants inGermany make sense oftheir lives and their identities. Using thedistinctions between what they perceive asrefined and uncultured music, theimmigrants produce binaries which establish theinternal symbolic differentiationinthecommunity and positionthemselves and others init.

				Readers interested incultural sociology will be pleased to learn that theissue also includes an interview with Isaac Ariail Reed, aleading cultural sociologist and theauthor ofthecelebrated book Interpretationand Social Knowledge (2011). Theissue concludes with book reviews by Anna Durnová and Zuzana Botiková.
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