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The monograph Specificational and presentational there-clefts: Redefining 
the field of clefts offers a substantial and innovative contribution to the study 
of English cleft constructions. Research on clefts has traditionally centred on 
it-clefts, typically analysed as grammatical devices for structuring information 
into presupposed and focused components. In this book, Davidse, Njende and 
O’Grady convincingly argue that such a perspective captures only part of the 
picture. By focusing on there-clefts – an underexplored construction type  – 
they broaden the empirical and theoretical scope of the field and propose a 
reconceptualization of clefts as a whole.

The central aim of the book is to investigate specificational and presentational 
there-clefts and to clarify their grammatical, semantic and prosodic properties. 
The authors demonstrate that these constructions are not merely stylistic variants 
or marginal phenomena but form a coherent and meaningful part of the broader 
cleft system in English. Importantly, they argue that cleft constructions encode 
propositional semantic structure, while prosody plays a crucial role in signalling 
informational prominence. This interaction between grammar, semantics and 
prosody constitutes one of the book’s key theoretical contributions.

The volume is carefully structured into ten chapters, guiding the reader 
from theoretical motivation to detailed empirical and prosodic analysis. 
Chapter 1 (Introduction) outlines the central research questions and situates 
the study within the broader literature on clefts and existential constructions. 
The authors critically reassess the dominant view that clefts primarily encode 
focus-presupposition structure and instead argue that they should be analysed 
as constructions with their own compositional semantic organization. This 
reconceptualization provides the foundation for the entire study.

Chapter 2 (Natural Grammar) develops the theoretical framework underlying 
the analysis. Drawing on cognitive-functional approaches, the authors emphasize 
the importance of constructional meaning and the interaction between grammatical 
form and discourse interpretation. They argue that cleft constructions are not 
merely pragmatic rearrangements of information but grammatical patterns with 
systematic semantic structure. This chapter thus establishes the conceptual tools 
necessary for the subsequent empirical investigation.
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Chapter 3 (Compilation and Prosodic Analysis of Data) presents the 
methodological design of the study. The authors explain in detail how the dataset 
of there-cleft constructions was compiled from naturally occurring language data 
and how prosodic features were annotated and analysed. Particular attention is 
paid to the integration of syntactic and prosodic evidence, allowing the authors 
to explore how intonation interacts with grammatical structure in shaping 
interpretation. This methodological transparency strengthens the empirical basis 
of the study.

Chapters 4 to 6 focus on the internal grammatical organization of there-clefts. 
Chapter 4 (Existential there versus Demonstrative there) draws a crucial 
distinction between two uses of there that are often conflated in previous 
research. By differentiating existential and demonstrative there, the authors 
clarify the structural status of the construction under investigation. Chapter 5 
(Paradigms of Relative Markers) examines the range of relative markers that 
occur in there-clefts and shows how these contribute to variation in form and 
interpretation. Chapter 6 (Different Antecedent–Relative Clause Relations) 
further develops this analysis by exploring the syntactic and semantic relations 
between antecedents and relative clauses, demonstrating that these relations are 
central to the overall meaning of the construction rather than peripheral.

The analytical core of the book is presented in Chapter 7 (Structural Assemblies 
and Semantics of the Four Existential Constructions with Relative Clause). Here, 
the authors identify four related existential construction types involving relative 
clauses and argue that they form a coherent paradigm. Through detailed analysis, 
they show how these constructions encode either specificational or presentational 
meanings and how their structural differences correspond to distinct semantic 
configurations. This chapter provides the most comprehensive account of the 
constructions’ internal organization and their place within the broader system 
of clefts.

Chapter 8 (Determiners of Existent NPs in the Four Existential Constructions 
with Relative Clause) focuses on the role of determiners in shaping the 
referential and discourse properties of the noun phrases involved. The authors 
demonstrate that determiner choice is not arbitrary but systematically related to 
the interpretation of the construction, particularly with respect to identifiability 
and discourse accessibility.

Chapter 9 (Prosodic Patterns in the Four Existential Constructions with 
Relative Clause) offers a detailed analysis of intonational variation. Building on 
the earlier methodological discussion, the authors show how different prosodic 
patterns interact with the semantic structure of the constructions and contribute to 
their information-structural interpretation. This chapter is particularly significant 
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in supporting the book’s broader claim that prosody plays a central role alongside 
grammar and semantics.

Finally, Chapter 10 (Conclusion) synthesizes the main findings of the 
study and returns to its broader theoretical implications. The authors reiterate 
their central argument that the traditional understanding of clefts has been too 
narrowly focused on it-clefts and that a more comprehensive model must include 
there-clefts and related constructions. In this sense, the book convincingly 
justifies its aim of redefining the field of cleft research.

Methodologically, the work stands out for its empirical depth and analytical 
precision. The authors draw on a wide range of naturally occurring examples 
and complement their analysis with detailed prosodic investigation. Their careful 
treatment of grammatical configurations – such as the role of existential there, 
the structure of relative clauses, and the distribution of determiners – results in 
a clear and systematic description of the constructions under study. At the same 
time, the findings are consistently situated within broader theoretical debates 
concerning information structure and the syntax-discourse interface.

The book’s theoretical orientation is broadly compatible with functional and 
discourse-oriented approaches to grammar, while also engaging with formal 
linguistic research. This balanced perspective makes the work relevant to 
scholars across different traditions. In particular, its emphasis on the interaction 
between grammatical structure and communicative function will resonate with 
researchers working within functional linguistics and related frameworks.

Another strength lies in the authors’ careful engagement with previous 
research. By reviewing earlier studies on clefts and existential constructions, 
they highlight both their achievements and their limitations, particularly the 
field’s narrow focus on it-clefts. In doing so, they persuasively demonstrate that 
limiting the analysis to it-clefts obscures important generalizations.

The monograph is also clearly structured and presented in a methodologically 
rigorous way. The argument progresses logically from descriptive observations 
to broader theoretical claims, and the inclusion of numerous examples and 
intermediate summaries enhances readability. As a result, the book serves not 
only as a specialized study of there-clefts but also as a valuable resource for 
linguists interested in English syntax, information structure and the relationship 
between grammar and discourse.

If one were to note a possible limitation, it might concern the scope of 
empirical data. While the qualitative analysis is rich and detailed, some readers 
might wish for more extensive quantitative corpus evidence. Additionally, further 
cross-linguistic comparison could strengthen the broader typological implications 
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of the study. These points, however, do not detract from the overall contribution 
of the work but rather suggest promising directions for future research.

Overall, Specificational and presentational there-clefts: Redefining the 
field of clefts represents an important and timely contribution to the study of 
English grammar. By directing attention to an underexplored construction type 
and rethinking the theoretical foundations of cleft analysis, Davidse, Njende 
and O’Grady significantly enrich our understanding of how grammar interacts 
with discourse and information structure. The monograph is likely to become 
a key reference for future research on cleft constructions and the broader 
syntax-semantics-prosody interface.
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