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The book “TrasiMemo at home. Dieci anni di antropologia, 
relazioni, prospettive” by Cinzia Marchesini and Daniele Par-
buono is far more than a simple celebratory volume: it offers 
a dense theoretical and methodological assessment of a de-
cade of applied anthropological work in the Trasimeno area, 
in central Italy. It documents the evolution of TrasiMemo, 
the Memory Bank established in Paciano in 2014 through a 
collaboration between the municipal administration and the 
Postgraduate School in Demo-Ethno-Anthropological Heri-
tage at the University of Perugia.
The volume is divided into three chapters that follow the proj-
ect’s development both chronologically and conceptually. The 
first chapter, “Genesis,” explores the theoretical foundations 
of the initiative, addressing the conceptual knots of memory, 
cultural heritage, and processes of patrimonialization. The au-
thors critically reflect on the relationships among places, ter-
ritories, and communities, offering a reading of the landscape 
as an interweaving of relationships between human beings 
and their environment. Particularly significant is the discus-
sion on “eco-museums” and “community museums”, which 
positions the initiative at the intersection of conservation and 
participatory innovation.
The second chapter, “Realization,” concretely documents the 
outcomes of the project through three dimensions: physical 
spaces (the museum installation at Palazzo Baldeschi), the 
web space (the digital archive), and the space of dialogue 
(the workshops launched). Particularly moving is the section 
dedicated to “Life Stories and Object Stories,” which presents 
brief portraits of artisans and local inhabitants, giving voice to 
embodied knowledge and personal memories tied to textiles, 
wood, iron, and terracotta.
The third chapter, “Designing Again,” looks to the future 
by exploring the connections between cultural heritage and 
community welfare, suggesting how the initiative can work 
as a model of participatory heritage anthropology capable of 
generating social well-being as well as cultural preservation.
The book stands out for its dialogic and reflective form, which 
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challenges traditional categories of heritage to propose an ap-
proach in which “behind things are people.” The authors, both 
born and raised in the Trasimeno area, write from a position 
of “territorial militancy” that lends the text a particular au-
thenticity. The “four-handed” writing style reflects a coopera-
tive research practice that mirrors the participatory principles 
of the project itself.
Central to the volume is the idea of “active heritage”: not as 
museum objects frozen in the past but as living resources to 
be re-activated in the present to imagine sustainable profes-
sional and community futures. The initiative is presented as 
a “contact zone” where generations, knowledge, institutions, 
and citizens meet, demonstrating how applied anthropology 
can concretely contribute to local development. The book is 
an interesting text not only for the specific territorial focus, 
but also for anyone working with territorial museums, eco-
museums, and participatory management of intangible cul-
tural heritage.


